Last week’s news was dominated by the verdict in the Derek Chauvin trial for George Floyds death.  In the wake of the verdict, I have heard commentators mention two Bible verses more than once.  The verses are Amos 5:24 and Matthew 5:9.  The verses state:
Amos 5:24:
But let justice roll down like waters,
    and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
 
Matthew 5:9:
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 
Amos 5 is an entire chapter about justice and righteousness toward other people.  The principles of how we are to approach others, and deal with them is found in verses 10-15.  These verses are the foundation for the statement made in v. 24 – which is the culminating verse of the chapter.  The poor attitude displayed by the people is described in vv. 20-24.  Obviously the people had become callous to their fellow man. 
 
Jesus’ statement about the peacemaker comes in the early verses of the Sermon on the Mount, in the Beatitudes.  I don’t know what motivated Jesus to include the statement about peacemaking but it is obvious that he knew teaching about it was necessary for the foundation of life.  
 
Since the Chauvin verdict commentators cited these verses from the perspective of an agreement as to the verdict rendered and also a recognition that racial tensions in this country are still high.  The theme of justice and peace – and the role we have as individuals in accomplishing both – was pervasive.  The reaction throughout the country was generally celebratory.  We can only wonder what would have happened had Mr. Chauvin been acquitted. 
 
Don’t think about the verdict in a legal sense.  That issue has been settled by the Minesota jury. Think about the role we have to promote peace.  We can start it at the most personal level. Consider Romans 12:18, “If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.”   
It is easy and appropriate to emphasize the part of the verse dealing about living peaceably.  And it makes sense to do so.  But as you think about your role in promoting peace, focus on the personal challenge Paul gives.  He assumed we all have a personal responsibility.  He wants us to do what we can “so far as it depends on you.”  This demonstrates all of us can play a role, even if small.  
We are fortunate that reaction to the verdict has been relatively peaceful.  We know however that other trials of the officers involved in the George Floyd incident are scheduled for August,  There will be other events which will provoke tension.  We can be bystanders or do what Paul says.  Doing the things that we can to live peaceably with others.  To take responsibility for our own actions and do those things that depend on us to promote peace. 
 


