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Search for the Meaning of Life

Lesson One, Ecclesiastes 1 and 2.

In chapter 1 and 2 Solomon lays out the basic idea of the book. Note how these two chapters answer some of the key
questions about the book and its message:

1. What quest or mission does Solomon undertake in the book of Ecclesiastes? 1:3, 1:13, 1:16; 2:9, 2:12, 2:25.
2. What do we know about the author? Why is he uniquely qualified to conduct this pursuit? 1:1, 1:12, 13; 2:25
3. How does he go about this pursuit? 1:13; 1:17, 2:1, 2:3,

4. What are some of the things that he tries seeking to find meaning? 1:13, 1:17, 2:1-10.

5. What conclusions does he come to? 1:2, 1:4-11, 1:13-15; 1:17, 18; 2:1; 2:10-11; 2:17-23.

6. What one event (beginning in 2:14) stops an otherwise seemingly successful pusuit of a satisfying life?
A key phase: “under the sun”. The idea is that of looking at life from a purely worldly

point of view, or if you leave God out of the picture, or if we use only our sense to
determine what is true. If there is no God....what then?




